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Work Session of the Sandy Springs City Council was held on July 15, 2025 at 6:00 PM, Mayor Rusty
Paul presiding.

I.  Staff Discussion Items
Mayor Rusty Paul called the meeting to order at 6:27 p.m.

A. 2025-125 Development Code Updates

Matthew Anspach, Senior Planner, presented the Development Code Updates.

At this time, Staff is providing an update to Mayor and Council on the Development Code, which has been
largely untouched since the last major update in December of 2023. The amendments proposed provide
clarifications, enhancements, and items inadvertently omitted in the previous major code update. Some
examples include text explaining the appeals process, and minor grammatical errors referred to as
housekeeping items. The edits are broken down into three parts. These are substantive edits, appeal edits
and housekeeping edits references.

Article 1

Sec.1.1.9.
“Conditions that Remain”

+ Leftout of final 2023 Update draft

Article 4

Sec.4.2.3.
Office Neighborhood Height & Mass

* Elevatio detail added
- The posed was added 1o allother

Sec.4.10.4.
NEX- Activation
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Article 5

Sec.5.5.1.
Perimeter Medical Lot Parameters (et in)

+ “All uses” statement removed
B ystematically removed from
i for variou

on improved detai for 5
"Width(s)" and simply et in” in
i j.

Article 6

Sec.6.1.1.1

Outdoor Amenity Space
Improvement
Standards (0ASIS)
(Clarification / Enhancements)

+ Added descriptive titles to subsections
* Additional details to increase design
intentionality for OASIS sites

* Recalibrate percentage required 10 be
publicly acc

Limiting grot encouraging
landscape design, diverse types of seating

Sec.6.3.2.D.
(Shared Court) Building Placement (ennancements)

+ Enhance Shared Court standards

Sec.6.5.2.0.,6.5.3.A.
Residential Parking
(and Storage)

(Enhancements)

* Residential Storage

or specialized
ms commanly

- Helps tify whatis
allowable or nat

+ Enhance requirements for front-loaded
townhouses alleys
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Sec.6.6.2.A., G.
Building Design

(Enhancements and Left Out)

+ Primary or fluorescent color use 6.6.2. Bullding Design
= Add primary and fluerescent color limits to & E aro net permittos . smrings, canaples. o 16 ecoe
cancpies colrs (nct 9 excecd 10% arsmy areas) cn any side
ol the ke
* Increase multi-unit standards 6 Mukune
= For multi-unit developments, adding three 1 mere a o "
commen minimam standards T A — *
« These standards were inadvertently left out 2 Bae e Standards

of the 2017 Davelopment Code rewrite

Sec.6.7.2. |

ot | et | Wotraiin | Geseetin | Saaredin | Teanein

Enhanced Community [z === o= [ro o e

Tt | Frduci

Benefit Matrix o
(Clarification/ Update)

« Clarifications to Credit Chart
* Inadvertently left out a few floors/scenarios

* Whether asking for mare floors or less, the
delineation is now rectified

wite | Boean | St |0 ceats |00 cvais

e e

il | Wit | Weress | Es ity | Bhereits

Article 7

Sec.7.3.1.G.3.d.

Ground Level Street Frontage Requirement
(Clarification / Update) .

+ Clarity on wording and intent of mixed-use
sites” minimum commercial, and
agglomeration requirements

* Changes made 10 simplify understanding of
commercial lacation and percentage requirements

Sec.7.4.2.B.1.
Recreation and Open Space

(Enhancements)
« Ancillary use augmentation

* Funeral home on a cemetery campus i3
related and complamentary use
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Sec.7.8.24.A.2.,B.2.
Residential Accessory Structures

(Clarification Enhancements)

+ Clarifying Language
* Thelanguage added to major and minor
residential accessory structures clarifies
how to identify appropriate areas for said

structures in 2 residential yard by utilizing
terms consistent with the code and more
clearly understood generally

* For example, 3 structure can be in 2 primary Major
street yard or a side street yard so long as it
i not between the front wall plane of the
principal structure and that yard

Article 8

Sec.8.3.7.A.
District Boundary Buffers (e out)

* Intended to be removed in the 2023 Update
* This line was removed from the Protected
Neighborhood version but never removed for the
District Boundary Buffer. The standard is still a wall,
but this edit allows for Director discretion in certain
circumstances

Sec.8.4.9.D.
Monument Signs (ciarification / Update)

* Remove insufficient line of code SechAND:
* While it is true, monument signs are not allowed for ™
any establishments within 40 of the street which is
more wholly expressed in Sec. 8.43.

Article 9

Sec.9.4.3.B.2.
Permits Required (Retaining Walls) ciarification / add Back)

+ Add back clarification on retaining wall
requirements
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Article 10

Sec.10.3.2.8.,D.1.
Access Standards

(Fixes and Enhancements)

+ Eliminate one trigger from street requirement [
* 25 residential units is not a viable way to determine when a A

new street should be consiructed
* For example, 25 units can be consiructed on a half acre or
less via a 3-story condo development or similar. A 4550
vight of way on this size lot would make it undevelopable .
* “Gross square footage” and "lot size” as other criteria do a
better job of creating a cohesive and logical strast grid
system

* One fix to the reference for Preliminary Plan
Approval

* Refer directly to prescription for city alley

Sec. 10.4.10. S
Shared Street [ o

(Fixes and Enhancements)

bt
i
+ Make prescription consistent throughout code 3

* InSec. 632.CF, the minimum width for the Shared Court is
15, right of way in the streat prascription for "Shared Court”
in Article 10 currently shows 24" 25 the minimum

* Artiele 10 is now propesed correctly to read as 1536/

* Add prescription for what is in the Shared Court
Right of Way
* Offset maintenance strip allowance
* “Sidewalk" designation (ensure pedestrian access and use)

Article 11

Sec. 11.7.5.D.

(Fixes and Enhancements) s rs mcusmsgsen

A

» Ease up onrequirements for  * ™
sign conformance : e —
= Encouraging paint up/fix up e
projects by decreasing o e

requirements that increase

5 et e s o i Dociren G
project cost to an amount not .o -
commensurate with overall o gt o e 8 g .
scope N S,

3. et ot s ssies el MRS & EATAE
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Appeal Edits

Appeals Modifications
Sections 9.2.8.,9.3.8.,9.5.1.,9.5.2.,9.6.2.,9.7.8., and 9.8.2.

+ Corrections to appeals process for most BOA decisions, and
administrative decisions

Mayor Rusty Paul asked are you speaking about the Superior Court judge when referring to Fulton
County?

Senior Planner Anspach said yes.

Housekeeping Edits

Housekeeping Items

+ Sec.3.14.

+ Sec. 4.1.8.

+ Sec. 6.1.3.B.

* Div. 6.5,

* Div. 7.2,

* Sec.8.1.1.

+ Sec. 11.4.11, through 11.4.14.
+ Sec. 11.5.1K.3.b.
+ Sec.M5.2.E1.

+ Sec. MM.11.

+ Sec. 11.6.2.G.2.

Councilmember Melissa Mular asked how long will it take for Staff to make the changes and return to
Council for approval?

Senior Planner Anspach said this will be presented at the Planning Commission meeting next month and
will return to Council in September.

Councilmember Andy Bauman asked what was the process that led to this? Has there been any
community stakeholder input?

Senior Planner Anspach said there is no need for community stakeholder input. Most of this was left out
of the 2023 process where there was a lot of stakeholder involvement. A few are items we deal with every

day and want to improve. The appeal and housekeeping edits are also part of it.

Councilmember Bauman asked are there other topics that need to be brought to Council?
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Senior Planner Anspach said we are always considering things going on. There may be an unofficial list
that we will eventually get to. Right now, this is a good amount to handle for one year.

II.  Public Works
There were no public works items.
III.  City Council Discussion Items

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m.



