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P&Z STAFF REPORT 
Board of Appeals Hearing; January 14, 2016 

 

Case: V15-0045 – 380 Montevallo Drive 
  

Staff Contact: Brittany Anderson (banderson@sandyspringsga.gov) 

Report Date: December 30, 2015 

 
 

REQUEST  

Variance from Section 6.4.3.C of the City of Sandy Springs Zoning Ordinance to encroach six 

(6) feet into the required ten (10) foot side yard setback to allow for an existing carport; and 

Variance from Section 6.4.3.C of the City of Sandy Springs Zoning Ordinance to encroach one 

and a half (1.5) feet into the required ten (10) foot side yard setback to allow for an existing 

home and a proposed second floor addition. 

 

APPLICANT 

Property Owner: 

Thomas & Emily Followill 

Petitioner: 

Thomas & Emily Followill 

Representative: 

N/A 

 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Location: 380 Montevallo Drive 

Council District: 5; Tiberio DeJulio 

Road frontage: Approximately 100 feet along Montevallo Drive 

Acreage: 0.513 acre 

Existing Zoning: 

Existing Land Use: 

Overlay District: 

Special Planning Area: 

R-3 (Single Family Dwelling District)  

Single Family Dwelling 

N/A 

N/A 

Future Land Use Designation: R1-2 (1-2 units per acre) 

 

SUMMARY 

The applicant is proposing to expand the existing home by adding a second story. Currently, there are 

two non-conforming conditions related to the existing structure. The existing carport currently 

encroaches six (6) feet into the required ten (10) foot side yard setback and a portion of the existing 

home encroaches one and a half (1.5) feet into the required ten (10) foot side yard setback. Before the 

applicant can be permitted to build the proposed second story addition, variances are required to bring 

the non-conforming structure into compliance.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
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Department of Community Development 

Approval conditional of the variance requests 

 

 

AERIAL IMAGE 
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ZONING MAP 
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VARIANCE CONSIDERATION 

Per article 22.3.1. Variance Considerations of the Zoning Ordinance, primary variances and concurrent 

variances shall only be granted upon showing that:  

 

A. Relief, if granted, would be in harmony with, or, could be made to be in harmony with, the general 

purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance; or,  

B. The application of the particular provision of the Zoning Ordinance to a particular piece of 

property, due to extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to that property because of its 

size, shape, or topography, would create an unnecessary hardship for the owner while causing no 

detriment to the public. 

Request: (6.4.3.C) Request to allow an encroachment of six (6) feet into the required ten (10) foot 

minimum side yard setback for an existing carport; and to allow an encroachment of one and half (1.5) 

feet into the required ten (10) foot minimum side yard setback to allow for an existing home and a 

proposed second floor addition. 

Finding: The existing house pre-dates the City and the applicant is proposing to remodel the existing 

home and add a second story to the structure that would sit on top of the existing footprint. 

The existing carport encroaches six (6) feet into the required ten (10) foot minimum side yard 

setback and a portion of the existing home encroaches one and half (1.5) feet into the required 

ten (10) foot minimum side yard setback. The proposed second story addition would not 

increase the non-conformity of the structure nor will the proposed work encroach further into 

the minimum side yard setback than it is already. 

 

Staff recommends APPROVAL CONDITIONAL 

 

COMMENTS FROM OTHER PARTIES  

None received  

 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATION 

Staff has reviewed the request relative to the variance standards contained in Section 22.3.1 of the 

Sandy Springs Zoning Ordinance. Based upon this review, staff recommends APPROVAL 

CONDITIONAL of variance request V15-0045 to allow an existing carport to encroach six (6) feet 

into the required ten (10) foot minimum side yard setback and the existing home and second story 

addition to encroach one and a half (1.5) feet into the required ten (10) foot minimum side yard 

setback. 

 

Should the Board of Appeals choose to approve the requests, staff recommends the following 

condition: 

 

1. To allow an existing carport and existing home and a proposed second story addition to 

encroach into the required ten (10) foot minimum side yard setback, as shown on the site plan 

and design plan dated received October 30, 2015 by the Department of Community 

Development. 

2. Any revisions of the submitted site plan must be reviewed and approved by Staff. 
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SCALE: 1/4" = 1' 0" APPROVED BY: DRAWN BY:

A Renovation and Improvements for:

The Followill Residence
380 Montevalo Drive, Sandy Springs, Georgia 30342

 

The Followill Residence

Architect

Bradley E. Heppner Architecture

574 Hascall Rd.

Atlanta Georgia

404-734-6687

This drawing is the property of Bradley E. Heppner Architecture, LLC and is not to
be reproduced or copied in whole or in part , the dimensions of which are 24" x
36". It is only to be used for the project and site specifically identified herein and is
not to be used on any other project without written permission from the architect.
The contractor is responsible for verifying all field measurements, quantities,
dimensions, and related field construction data.

Note to contractor:
Any discrepancies, inconsistencies, or ambiguities found within the drawings, or
between the drawings, specifications, and site conditions shall be immediately
reported to the architect in writing. The architect will promptly correct the same in
writing. Work done by the contractor after discovery of such discrepancies,
inconsistencies or ambiguities shall be done at the contractor's risk. ����
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be reproduced or copied in whole or in part , the dimensions of which are 24" x
36". It is only to be used for the project and site specifically identified herein and is
not to be used on any other project without written permission from the architect.
The contractor is responsible for verifying all field measurements, quantities,
dimensions, and related field construction data.

Note to contractor:
Any discrepancies, inconsistencies, or ambiguities found within the drawings, or
between the drawings, specifications, and site conditions shall be immediately
reported to the architect in writing. The architect will promptly correct the same in
writing. Work done by the contractor after discovery of such discrepancies,
inconsistencies or ambiguities shall be done at the contractor's risk.
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be reproduced or copied in whole or in part , the dimensions of which are 24" x
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not to be used on any other project without written permission from the architect.
The contractor is responsible for verifying all field measurements, quantities,
dimensions, and related field construction data.

Note to contractor:
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between the drawings, specifications, and site conditions shall be immediately
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writing. Work done by the contractor after discovery of such discrepancies,
inconsistencies or ambiguities shall be done at the contractor's risk.

P
R

O
G

R
E

S
S

 S
E

T

�	�



�



$
#

�
�

$
#

�#�#	%

�
 

 
#
,

1

�#
#	%

'$,1

 # #,1

�
#

�
�

��#$#��#$#

�  #,1�  #,1

�� #	%�� #	%

�



$
#

�



$
#

�



$
#

�
#

$
#

�#�#	%

�



 
#
,

1
�



�
#
,

1

�
$#

�



$
#

��$#

� ���
 

� ���
 

� ���
 

� ���
 

��������� � 

� �!�
 

� �!�
 

� �!�
 

� �!�
 

�
��

�
�
��
�
�
 �

�

%&

���' �"
� �
��  �"
�

%&
����� �"
� '���# �"��

� �"�� %&
����� $��� �"
�

%&

�
��
�
#

 �
"


�

%&

�
��
 
�

�
��
�
 �

"�
�

%&

�
��
�
�

%&

�
��
�
 �

"

�

�
�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��
�
�

 $
"�

�

�
 �

"�
�

%&

�
��
�
#

�



��
'
 �

"�
�
�

�
 �

"�
�

��  ��  �"��

� �"��

����#�

� �"��

 ���# �"��

�# '"���

���� �"��
� �"��

����#�
� �"��

����  "��
� �"��

����'�

�
 �

"�
�

%&

�


�

�
��


 '

"�
�
��

 �
"�

�



��
�
 �

 
"�

�
�

�
 �

"�
�

 
��
�
�

  
"�

�
�

�
 �

"�
� �
��


 �

"�
��
 �

"�
�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��
�
#

�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��
'
 '

"�
�
�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��


 �

�
"�

�
�

�
 �

"�
�



��
'
 �

�
"�

�
�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��
�
  

"�
�

�
 �

"�
�



��
�
 �

"�
�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��
�
 �

"

�

�
��
#
 �

"

�

�
#
��
#

  
"�

�
�

�
#
��
�

 �
�

"�
�
�

�
 �

"�
�

%&

�
�
��
�

 $
"�

�
�

�
�
��
$

 �
"�

�

�
 �

"�
�

����� �"
�

����
��
���# � "����'��� '"���

�'��� �"
�

� �"��


��# �"��

� �"��

���� ��"���

� �"��

����# ��"���

� �"��

���� �"��

� �"��

���� �"��

� �"��
%&

����# �"��

���� �"��

� �"��

���
�

� �"��

���� �"��

� �"��
%&


��
 �"
�
��
 �"
�

� �"��


��' �"
�

� �"��
%&


��
 �"
�
��
 �"
�

� �"��

���� �"��

� �"��
%& ���� �"��

 ���� �"
�

� �"��

�#��'�

� �"��

�
��
�
�

�


��
$

  
"�

�

 
�
��
�

#
�

�
��
�
�

�
 
��
�

�
�

 
��
 

�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��
�
#

 �
"�

�

�
 �

"�
�



��


�

�
 �

"�
�

�
��
#
 �

"�
�

�
 �

"�
�

%&

�
��


 �

"�
�

%&

�
�
��
�

 �
�

"�
�
�

�
��


 $

"�
�
�

�
 �

"�
� �
��
�
 �

"�
��

 �
"�

�

�
��
�
 �

�
"�

�
�

�
��
$
  

"�
�
�

�
��
�
 �

"�
�

�
 �

"�
�

����� �"
�

����# �"��� � ��  �"�� �#��$ �"��� ����# �"��

� �"��

�#��'�

� �"��

%&


��� �"��� 
��� '"���

� �"��

%&

���'  "�� 
��# ��"���

� �"��

�����

� �"��

%&

��� � ��� �

� �"��

 ���# �"��

� �"��

���� $"���

� �"��

%&

��� � ��� �

� �"��

����  "��

� �"��

���$ �"���

� �"��

��

� �"��

���� � "��� ���� � "���

� �"��

��

� �"��

���� �"���

� �"��

5��0 �

�

0�&&

+//-%�

5��0

�

� 	-��-=:

5�>�++, � 5�>�++, �

5��0 �

%�&�
%�&�

�#

�

�

$

 




'

122�� 	��-� 0�&&���-%

DATE: 9-21-2015

SCALE: 1/4" = 1' 0" APPROVED BY: DRAWN BY:

A Renovation and Improvements for:

The Followill Residence
380 Montevalo Drive, Sandy Springs, Georgia 30342

 �  ���

	����4 /���( 2���
	����7 �"
� 8 ���#�

This drawing is the property of Bradley E. Heppner Architecture, LLC and is not to
be reproduced or copied in whole or in part , the dimensions of which are 24" x
36". It is only to be used for the project and site specifically identified herein and is
not to be used on any other project without written permission from the architect.
The contractor is responsible for verifying all field measurements, quantities,
dimensions, and related field construction data.

Note to contractor:
Any discrepancies, inconsistencies, or ambiguities found within the drawings, or
between the drawings, specifications, and site conditions shall be immediately
reported to the architect in writing. The architect will promptly correct the same in
writing. Work done by the contractor after discovery of such discrepancies,
inconsistencies or ambiguities shall be done at the contractor's risk.
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P&Z STAFF REPORT 
Board of Appeals Hearing; January 14, 2015 

 

Case: V15-0046 – 220 Abington Drive 

Staff Contact: Kristin Byars (kbyars@sandyspringsga.gov) 

Report Date: January 4, 2016 

 
 

REQUEST  

Variance from Section 4.3.4.B.2 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow an encroachment of three and a half 

(3.5) feet into the required play equipment setback of ten (10) feet.  

 

APPLICANT 

Property Owner: 

Ross & Kacy Homans 

Petitioner: 

Ross & Kacy Homans 

Representative: 

- 

 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Location: 220 Abington Drive 

Council District: 3; Graham McDonald 

Road frontage: Approximately 109 feet along Abington Drive 

Acreage: 0.681 acre 

Existing Zoning: 

Existing Land Use: 

Overlay District: 

Special Planning Area: 

R-3 (Single Family Dwelling District) per 1962Z-0028 

Single Family Dwelling 

N/A 

 

Future Land Use Designation: R1-2 (1-2 units per acre) 

 

SUMMARY 

The property owners of 220 Abington Drive installed the play structure without obtaining a permit, and 

were cited by Code Enforcement to either seek a variance or remove the structure (Case WWP-000306-

2015). Section 4.3.4.B.2 of the Zoning Ordinance addresses play structures, specifying that “in no 

instance shall the equipment be set back less than ten (10) feet from any side or rear property line,” 

with a maximum height of fifteen (15) feet. The structure measures approximately ten (10) feet in 

height and is approximately 6’- 8” from the property line at its greatest encroachment. The structure is 

a wooden, octagonal platform surrounding a tree, with stairs and an attached slide.  

  
RECOMMENDATION 

Department of Community Development 

DENIAL of the variance request 
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AERIAL IMAGE 
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ZONING MAP 
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VARIANCE CONSIDERATION 

Per article 22.3.1. Variance Considerations of the Zoning Ordinance, primary variances and concurrent 

variances shall only be granted upon showing that:  

 

A. Relief, if granted, would be in harmony with, or, could be made to be in harmony with, the general 

purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance; or,  

B. The application of the particular provision of the Zoning Ordinance to a particular piece of 

property, due to extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to that property because of its 

size, shape, or topography, would create an unnecessary hardship for the owner while causing no 

detriment to the public. 

Request No.1: (4.3.4.B.2) Request to allow an encroachment of three and a half (3.5) feet into the 

required play equipment setback of ten (10) feet. 

  

Finding: A hardship is defined in Article III of the Zoning Ordinance as “the existence of extraordinary 

and exceptional conditions pertaining to the size, shape, or topography of a particular 

property, because of which the property cannot be developed in strict conformity with the 

provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.” The property faces no hardship due to the size, shape, or 

topography of the lot which would limit its ability to be developed in strict conformity with 

the provisions of the ordinance. The section of the property upon which the play structure and 

additional play equipment are currently situated is relatively flat, with space outside of the 10’ 

setback to install additional equipment. Estimates show that approximately 4,500 square feet 

of usable space exists in the backyard, although not all potential locations for the structure 

would allow it to be situated around a tree.  

 

The general purpose and intent, Article II, of the Zoning Ordinance seeks to promote desirable 

living conditions, protect property from blight and depreciation, and encourage the most 

appropriate use of land throughout the City. It additionally considers the character of the 

districts and their peculiar suitability for particular uses. Within the R-3 Single Family 

Dwelling Districts, homes maintain spacious setbacks with ten foot side yards and thirty-five 

foot rear yards. The play structure lessens the privacy of the rear neighbor, at 7185 Dunhill 

Terrace, as its height and proximity to the lot line allows a direct line of sight to the neighbor’s 

rear yard over the six foot privacy fence. The requested variance is not in harmony with the 

intent of the Zoning Ordinance.  

 

Staff recommends DENIAL 

 

COMMENTS FROM OTHER PARTIES  

None received  

 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends DENIAL of the variance request to allow an encroachment of three and a half (3.5) 

feet into the required play equipment setback of ten (10) feet. 
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