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Work Session of the Sandl Springs Citl' Council was held on IIal' 2,2023, at l'ollouing Pl.\,
NIar or Rustr Paul presiding.

I. Presentations

Mayor Rusty Paul called the meeting to order at 6:17 p.m

A. 2023-120 Georgia General Assembly 2023 - 2024 Legislative Session Update

The Honorable Shea Roberts, Georgia llouse of Reprcsentatives - District 52 and llonorable
Deborah Silcox, Georgia House of Reprcsentatives - District 53 presented the Georgia (iencral

Assenrbly 2023 - 202.1 Legislative Session Update.

llonorable Shea Roberts, Georgia House of Representatives - District 52 said this was a unique
session and her third time in attendance. New leadership in both Chambers brought some

unpredictability. There were 25 new Democratic House members and about 18 Republican House
members. This is a lot of new people but our lreshman class on both sides is impressive and gave me
hope fbr the future. Proud that my Democratic Caucus supported Jon Burns for the Speaker of the Housc
of Representatives. He had large shoes to fill following Speaker David Ralston, but he commanded
respect in the House Chamber. There was more bipartisan work on some important issues and

unfortunately many of our House sponsored bipartisan bills wcre hung up in the Senate. For example,
tIB520 which was intended to expand on Speaker Ralston's Mental Health Parity Bill, \,!'as voted
unanimously out of the House and never got a vote in the Senate. The same was true for H8404 which
was the housing bill that would have hnally given tenants protection. The anti-Semitism bill in the City
of Sandy Springs is another important bill that stalled. tlopefully the parties next time can come to some
resolution because it is important and proud to support that. Another stalled bill, despite having 90 house
members sign on to the bill, was tIBTl which would have protected the Okefenokee Swamp from
mining. It was disappointing it did not get a committee hearing because it is a valuable natural resource
lor our state. All these bills are still alive for 2024 and we hope we can move them next session.

The 2024 State of Georgia Budget passed at the end ol the night. For the first time in decades, HOPE
scholarship will cover 100% of public university students' tuition costs. Also, the Honorable Imsni
Barnes, Georgia House of Representatives - District 86 lobbied tirelessly before Session started so that
every K-12 child had fully funded school breakfast and lunch and 56,000,000 was allocated lor this. l'he
budget also provided for a 52000 salary boost lor teachers, making it the average 561,000 which is the
highest in the Southeast. Other salary increases included 56,000 lor state troopers and 54,000 for
correction officers. There was also a 566,000,000 cut to the State University Systern budget, but Georgia
Governor Brian Kemp has publicly said he is looking to fill some of the holes that were Ieft in the
budget in 2024.

The Judiciary Non-Civil Committee was busy, and we worked about 35 hours in a five-day period.
Govemor Kemp signed some bills which includes increasing penalties for those who illegally damage
critical inlrastructure such as power grids and election systems. 5860 addresses issues related to stolen
materials like catalyic converters and makes it harder lor thieves to sell. HB584 was the red llag bill
addressing school shootings in Nashville, Uvalde, Parkland, and others and, it is inconceivable that none
of our Public Saf'ety bills related to gun safety can get a hearing to address this gun violence bul remain
hopel'ul. HB 425 was filed at the request of somc Sandy Springs constituents, and it was to amend the
Georgia Code which provides that nothing shall preclude a city or county from reasonably regulating or
prohibiting the discharge of firearms within the political subdivision. My bill would have included
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language for the discharging of bows as this has been a concem for people. Unlbrtunately, this also did
not get a hearing but will be persistent.

llonorable Deborah Silcox, Georgia House of Representatives - District 53 said she is delighted to
retum to the House this year and have the support of many Sandy Spnngs people. As Chairman of the

MARTA Committce, hopetul that we can get more transit all over Atlanta. Also named Vice Chair of
the Non-Crvil Judiciary Committee and worked together with District 52 Georgia House of
Representatives Roberts. There are many interesting bills like the one on catal)'lic converters being
stolen from cars. This increases the noise from the car and has been a huge complaint. Will be on a study
committee in conjunction with MARTA and the Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods because Marta is

not going to roll out their Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) lanes. The legal question is who owns those lanes

because DOT already has authorization to have cameras on those lanes. If it is the City of Atlanta, City of
Sandy Springs or, another city, the question becomes whose lane is it and who is going to make the rules.

MARTA wants camcras to control BRT lanes and firr enforcement of cars going into those lanes

illegally. On the other hand, the Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods wants cameras for these cars or
vehicles that are making too much noise because street racing in the City of Atlanta is so bad that patients
in Piedmont Hospital cannot sleep. Will be looking at these issues with other representatives over the
summer and working with MARTA and the Buckhead Council Neighborhoods.

The govemor is about to sign the budget and there is S1,250,000 lor up to 20 new Georgia State Patrol
officers to be in a post in Buckhead. Though it is not in the City of Sandy Springs, this will help Kenneth
DeSimone, Police Chiet and those here to enforce and dcter a significant amount olcrime in Buckhead.
The Atlanta Police Department (APD) has a no chase policy and the Georgia State Patrol lor example has

assisted the APD in over 400 high-speed chases in the last year alone with many of those individuals
being street racers.

There is also 5614,000 for our new Arure Frank Center lbr education and responsibility. -['his is the ltrst
time the state has funded the Georgia Commission on the Holocausl with state funds. The City of Sandy

Springs has contributed significantly which included the donation for the property. This will be a great

place for kids to leam the importance of a true democracy and the importance of not being hateful and
prejudicial. Hopefully every school child in Georgia can come to the center. You have hired a consultant
to flnalize the building and hopeful we can get shovels in the ground before the end of the year.

Other highlights ofthe budget include S115,700,000 in school security grants and every Georgia public
school will have $50,000 to enhance their security the way they choose. We also gave $4,900,000 to the

Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) to maintain the Georgia Crime Information Center (GCIC). One

reason there are many repeat ol'fenders is judges do not have the correct rap sheets. The legislature tasked

GCIC with getting this up to date and we are embracing this and moving forward. The govemor stated

there are about 1000 to 2000 that corffnit rspeat crimes in Georgia and hopeful this money will be used

wisely. and we can get the right rap sheets in front of the judges to put behind bars people that are

committing multiple crimes in multiple jurisdictions. With DNA evidence, there are people being
exonerated for crimes they never committed aller serving 20 to 30 years behind bars. We passed HB88 to

allow the victims' families to reopen cold cases to hopefully have resolution and restitution even ifthat
person has passed away for many years.

One of Govemor Kemp's main themes has been to crackdown on gangs. We passed a bill that is going to

substantially increase the penalties for people who try to recruit minors as young as eight years old to
commit crimes and paflicipate in these gangs.

'fhe main initiative lor First Lady of Georgia Marty Kemp is lighting human trafficking with the
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Ceorgians for Refuge, Action, Compassion. and Education (GRACE) Commission. We passed another
bill that is helpful to anyone seeking reflge or a shelter. SB42 is a great bill to catch sex traffickers in
Georgia and is going to increase the penalties for any public establishments that are required to post the
national hotline number which has saved thousands of victims.

I:ducation is the largest part ofour budget, and we are fully funding all our public schools according to
the Quality Basic Education (QBE) formula and, are putting $13,100,000,000 to fund this. As mentioned,
there are also $7000 raises for teachers which makes Georgia the highest in the Southeast for the average

teacher pay. There is an emphasis on early literacy because of how scores particularly in reading and

math went down statewide. We passed II8538 to require the State Board ofEducation to approve high
quality instructional materials with the emphasis on phonics. Hopeful this focus on literacy, particularly
phonics, will help students in Georgia improve their scores. For the students struggling to eam their high
school degree, HB87 authorizes the Georgia Board ofEducation to finance and establish completion
special schools to give opporlunity for students struggling to complete high school and are working.
There are about 75 existing locations statewide whsre they can come in the evening as they are and

complete a high school degree.

It was disappointing when HB520 the mental health bill did not pass but we still provided $2,400,000 for
substance abuse recovery programs and lunding into mental health services. We rewrote the medical
waiver for the first time after I served on the Department of Health and Human Services Board under
lormer Georgia Govemor Sumy Perdue. The general assembly added 500 slots to the now COMP
(Comprehensive Support) Waiver Program to support individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities for S9,400,000. If individuals with intellectual disabilities go to Georgia colleges, there is an
additional Sl,000.000 in tuition grants.

HBI29 expands eligibility for the 1'emporary Assistance for Needy Families (-I'ANF) program to
pregnant women for the first time and will help many women struggling. We will push lor the mental
health bill again next year and hopeful we can pass the School Choice Program which allows kids in the
bottom 257o of all the public schools in Georgia to have 56,500 to use in as an educational savings
account to an altemative school oftheir choice which includes homeschooling or a tutor.

Mayor Rusty Paul thanked the presenters for their eflbrts and response when he reached out. You
supported the City's position on most issues, and it is greatly appreciated. We worked on the anti-
Semitism bill tbr two years which died on the last day, but we will move this at some point. We
appreciate the Arure Frank Exhibit in getting legislature's help as Council carried the load for years.
'l'hankful fbr Chairman David Knight who put it in the budget to get it done. We are waiting on Govemor
Kemp to sign the redistricting bill that you worked on and made the necessary changes to gel us into
compliance with minimal disruption to the individual districts.

Representative Silcox sard it is great all districts were less than I % which means people are happy with
their Council.

Councilmember Andy Bauman said this community is unique around the state. We have
representatives trom both parties in the City ol Sandy Springs and we are truly purple and better lor it
compared with other locations that ha,u'e one or thc other. Was not aware olsomething you mentioned.

House of Representative Silcox said she is proud the Georgia House is mixed in seating for Democrats
and Republicans which promotes a better place. Congress in Washington could take note ofthe Georgia
House because we have a great system. Delighted to have new Speaker Jon Burns who allowed more
dcmocratic bills to go through than the past. We want the best ideas from everybody.
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Councilmember Bauman said one of the problems in the area, is the backlog of cases especially
homicides, assaults, and rapes in Fulton County courts. COVID made it worse. but those cases do not just
go away at every level including police. victims and even defendants. What can be done to advocate at
the state legislature to assist Fulton County or any jurisdiction with the backlog that is affecting public
sal'ety and how we do business? lt is a signiticant threat.

Representative Silcox said the Georgia Supreme Court Chief Justice delivered the State of the Judiciary
and said there were over 4,000 cases in F'ulton County that have not received a speedy trial. Fulton
County District Attorney Fani Willis is doing the best she can with the additional resources provided to
work through this backlog. Hopeful that if she gets the indictments she wants between July l" and
September so she can move with full force. Do not know ifthere is any more that can be done. The City
of Atlanta has a lot ofreserve money and t'ederal money sitting around. It would be helpful ifthe City ol
Sandy Springs and others would encourage the City of Atlanta to use some ofthat money to at least get

these people adjudicated. They should be guaranteed a speedy trial under the Georgia Constitution and
that has not happened.

llayor Paul thanked Representative Silcox and Representative Roberts tbr bcing here. We have study
committees, LOSl' negotiations, and more things that will have an impact and look tbrward to working
with you over the surnrner and when the session starts in January.

ll. Public Works

ll 2023-l2l 2023 Stormwater Management Plan Overview

Amir Fallahi, Stormwater Services Unit NIanager, presented the 2023 Stormu'ater !lanagement PIan

On October 25. 2022, the City completed the Phase tl MS4 Notice of lntent (NOI) fbr the scheduled
reissuance of the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (M54) permit and submitted the NOI to the
Georgia Environmental Protection Division (FIPD) in accordance with the City's M34 Permit
requirements. On December 6,2022, the new MS4 Permit went into eft'ect. Pennittees are required to
submit an updated Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) within 180-days of the efl'ective date of
the reissued MS4 Permit (June 4, 2023).

The City has prepared its SWMP in accordance with the MS4 Permit. The SWMP outlines how the City
plans to implement and comply with MS4 Permit requirements. SWMP is considered a supplement to
the MS.l Permit and contains Standard Operation Procedures. Schedules. Inspection Forms. and other
documents needed to support permit implementation. Key updates to the 2023 SWMP include:

Revise City owned/maintained Stormwater Ponds inventorJ". 'l'he City's previous SWMP
rcported 44 City-owned/maintained ponds, Current legal intcrprelation indicates all Fulton
County easements did not become City of Sandy Springs easements upon incorporation. As such,

the updated City-owned./maintained ponds inventory should be 34. Stalfis removing 10 ponds in
the current inventory with no City easements and no City maintenance records. The 34 ponds

include l8 pond with City ofSandy Springs easements and l6 with Fulton County easements and

City of Sandy Springs regular maintenance history.

Revise measurable goal to mirror permit requirement for Street Sweeping. The change

mirrors permit requirement in'fable 4.2.6(a) BMP #4.
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Sweep an average of 260 miles of Sweep at least 1 mile per year
roadway monthly, or 3,I2O miles annually

2()t8swfP 2023SWmP

ilS4 Permit 2O23 MS4 Permit

Sweep at least 1 mile per year

Revise Municipal Facilities Inventory to mirror permit requirements. The 2018-2022
Mumcipal Inventory (14) included most Parks. The 2023 Municipal Inventory (7) wilt only
include facilities with potential to cause pollution per Permit requirement (fueling, material
storage, etc.): Fire Stations, Fleet Maintenance, Trowbridge Warehouse, and Morgan Falls
Athletic Fields.

The SWMPs are subject to review and approval by GA EPD

The previous iteration of the MS4 Permit was issued in December 2017 and the City submitted its
corresponding SWMP, which was approved in February 2019 following 2 rounds of reviews and
revisions by GA EPD.

The City tracks its SWMP implementation throughout each reporting year (January lst through
December 31st) and submits an annual report, due by February l5th of each year, documenting permit
compliance lor the prer ious reponing year.

Councilmember John Paulson asked who is responsible tbr the l0 ponds the City removed?

Storm\ryater Services Unit Nlanager Fallahi replied Fulton County has always had the ultimate
responsibility because these ponds were dedicated to them. not to Sandy Springs.

Councilmember Melod-v Kelley asked what does it mean to be listed a municipal facility in the context
of thrs plan?

Stormwater Services Unit Manager Fallahi said any city-owned and operated facility that has potential
threats fbr any kind olpollution should be reported.

Councilmember Kellel' asked do you monitor pollution?

Stormwater Services Unit Nlanager Fallahi said yes. We have annual inspections and reporting

Councilmember Kelley asked do wc have a decent relationship with Fulton County lor those 10 ponds
and others?

l)an Lee, City Attorney, said no. When the City was formed, there was thought that everything Fulton
County in the newly formed City limits became everything City and, it is not the status of the law. There
is a basic law that says for property to be owned by the City, whether it is fee simple title or an easement,
requires three things: conveyance from the owner, acceptance by the Council, and the recording of the
deed. None of these easements were accepted by the City and, never presented by Fulton County for
ownership or title transler to the City and they remained the property of Fulton County. This issue came
to a head in Arlington Cemetery where Fulton County owns a huge drainage easement there. It was a
target of a lawsuit filed against the City of Sandy Springs and my predecessor brought l-ulton County into

Sweep at least I mile per year



Work Session of the Citl of Sandy Springs Citl Council
Studio Theatre, Sandy Springs City Hall and Broadcast Via Live Webinar and Teleconference
May' 2,2023 at Following PFA
Page 6 of 7

the claim. The decision all the way to the Supreme Court ofGeorgia said as mentioned, once you own it
you also have the responsibility of it until you convey it, and it is accepted by the City and those have
never been accepted. The ones Stormtater Services Unit Manager Fallahi is suggesting that the City
leave on the reporl to the EPD, the City has an interest in those ponds. Stormwater is a tough issue to
manage and to determine who has ownership. things done on the City streets by the City requires the
city do something to control and maintain that water. Some of these ponds left in the EPD report fit that
category. The ten that are coming out have no City bearing and are titled in the name ofFulton County.
Fulton County has not been respondent to our inquiries about partnering or participating. We have an
issue now on the north end where a roadway is in danger and needs an easement to fix it. Fulton County
has it and we have reached out to them to try and get ownership ofthat easement and they have been non-
responsive.

Stormwater Services Unit Manager Fallahi said yes. Each municipality and county are required to
have one.

C. 2023-122 Hammond Drive Corridor Improvement Bridge Type Selection Overview
(Project No. 52- 193)

Allen Johnson, 'ISPLOST Program Manager, presented the Hammond Drive Corridor Improvcment
Bridge Type Selcction Overview (Project No. 32-193).

The Ilammond Drive Corridor Concept Plan incorporates a pedestrian underpass at Kayron Drive
crossing of the "New Hammond Drive" four lane roadway. This was developed as a result of
neighborhood outreach and visioning meetings.

The design consultant for the 52193 Hammond Drive Corridor Improvements project analyzed five
potential bridge types lor the project. With each option, the consultant provided a construction cost
estimate as well as the projected cost for maintaining the bridges over the lifespan of the structures.

Summary and Cosl Comparison
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Considering these factors, bridge Type 3B (adjacent box beams) provides a cost-effective design solution
while delivering the aesthetic "ceiling-like" feature beneath the bridge deck that the City and the local
neighborhood seek from this prolect. This selection will enhance the pedestrian experience ol the future
Hammond-Glenndge community connector included in this project.

Councilmember John Paulson stated he agrees the Type 38 option is a good one. With the simple
,dASHTO beam, critters sit there. People are walking, not dnving their cars under there, but birds have an

uncanny ability to hit what they aim for.

Councilmember Kelley asked are they also responsible fbr having a stormwater management plan?

C.-!ci{a.a Lbb-Cd



Work Session of the City of Sandy Springs City Council
Studio Theatre, Sandy Springs City IIall and Broadcast Via Live Webinar and Teleconference
N{ny 2,2023 rt Following PFA
Page 7 of 7

III. Council Discussion Items

There being no further business, the meeting adjoumed at 7:07 p.m

RESOLVED this 16'h day of May 2023.
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