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Monday, July 20, 2026

Regular Meeting

6:00 p.m.

The Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee meeting will be held in the Studio Theatre at Sandy Springs City Hall

(1 Galambos Way, Sandy Springs, GA 30328)

Live-stream: www.SandySpringsGA.gov/Stream

I. Call to Order

II.  Project Update: Community Engagement

III.  Activity: Comprehensive Plan Goals, Needs and Opportunities

IV. Activity: Recreation and Parks Master Plan

V. Next Steps

VIII. Adjournment

Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in a public meeting, or
who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or facilities should contact the City Clerk at 770-730-5600 promptly for assistance.

1 Galambos Way, Sandy Springs, Georgia 30328 « 770-730-5600 « SandySpringsGA.gov

The City will make reasonable accommodations for those persons.


http://www.sandyspringsga.gov/Stream
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Project Update: Community Engagement (To Date)
20 min
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Engagement To Date o =

Pop-Ups (May - July 2026)
* Farmer’s Markets
 Juneteenth

 Sesame Street Live (June 20)
- Stars & Stripes (July 4)

« Concert Series

« WC Watch Parties

« City Park Pop-Up (Overlook Park)
- July 25

Mayor & City Council

Planning Commission & Board of
Appeals Drop-In Session

City Departments, Council of Neighborhoods,
Art Sandy Springs, Sandy Springs Conservancy,
Non-Profits, Developers

STAKEHOLDERS

Advisory Committee

LEADERSHIP



Engagement To Date : Public Meeting
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Engagement Hub

planthenextchapter.org

B THE NEXT

Home Learn Events English v Logn/ Join Search
1 CHAPTER e oe %
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D THE NEXT
CHAPTER

WE'RE WRITING THE NEXT CHAPTER!

Public Meeting #1

® Jun 23, 2026 6:00 PM

Help shape Sandy Springs' Next Chapter. The Comprehensive Plan and R ion & Parks Master Plan will guide

decisions about growth, housing, mobility, parks, recreation, and community investment over the coming decades—

Q Conference Center at City Springs, 1 Galambos
creating a shared vision for the future and identifying opportunities to strengthen the places and spaces that matter most

Way, Sandy Springs, GA, USA

Attendees can expect a brief overview of the

Learn Comprehensive Plan and Recreation & Parks
(] Master Plan, The Next Chapter planning process,
- This page contains information about The Next Chapter, the process, and the answers to some and how the two.

- frequently-asked questions.




Engagement To Date : By Numbers
~400 12 94

Reached at Stakeholder Public
Pop-Ups Meetings Meeting #1
(so far!) Attendees

1,700+ 2 248
Engagement Hub
Visitors 9

Total Comments
(and counting!)




As Advisory Committee members, how have you engaged with the plan to date?

0 Engagement Hub 0  Public Meeting #1 0  Pop-Ups

0  Shared information about the 0  Other 0 None
plan with my network

M Mentimeter K

Open Menti to edit
Replace this slide

Add Menti slides

menti.com
7334 6951

Wiaiting for participants



Preliminary Feedback — A Snapshot!
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Summary of Preliminary Feedback =,

Land Use & Development

« Strong desire for balanced growth while protecting neighborhood character

« Concerns around overdevelopment, building heights, and the pace of multifamily construction

« Support for revitalizing underutilized and aging commercial properties, especially in the North End
 Support for mixed-use development

* Support for revitalizing and improving the appearance of Roswell Road

 Need for more neighborhood-serving retail/restaurant options and “third places™



Summary of Preliminary Feedback

Economic Development

« Concerns about traffic congestion and « Desire to support a diverse workforce, including
safety, especially along Roswell Rd transportation and housing options
 Desire for walkability  Concerns around over-commercialization, which pairs
and sidewalk/sidepath connections with a preference of revitalizing existing commercial
areas

* Desire for better regional connectivity
« Desire to enhance Sandy Springs’ regional
« Support for expanding trail network and bicycle awareness and identity, including expanding the
facilities number of visitors to the city



Summary of Preliminary Feedback =,

O tosns

« Housing affordability is a top concern, with support for
more diverse housing types

« Desire to provide affordable housing options for young
fFamilies, empty nesters, seniors, and those looking to
downsize

« Opinions on multifamily are mixed — some would like to
see more apartments, others feel like there are already
too many

« Concern ahout residential lot assemblages and
teardowns, including impacts on affordability, tree
canopy, neighborhood character, and stormwater
management

Desire to preserve, expand, and upgrade
parks and green space

Support for protecting and expanding tree canopy

Desire to address flooding/stormwater challenges and
encourage more sustainable development practices

Support for improving access to the Chattahoochee
River for outdoor recreation

Desire for more playgrounds/places to play



Comprehensive Plan

Community Goals, Needs and Opportunities
45 min




Translating Ideas to Goals, Needs & -
Opportunities —

We need to look at our current plan and decide what
we want to carry forward in The Next Chapter.




Activity Instructions

 You have a stack of cards that represent -
The Next Ten goals (10)

* For each goal, we want to know:

 Which ones no longer fit and should be
thrown out?

* Pin the goals into the category that

Preserve and sustain Sandy Sprin gs’

Cel
ue character o
1 standard of quality by protectingthe | - LOTIWREER 0 0y s::n'gy Springs by expanding—and makin '

C 0 r r‘ e S 0 n S W I 0 u r O u S character of existing neighborhoods. W\ - ) ne\rl‘aﬂ“ parkesaccessmle the city’s network of
. will proactively manage new developme strengthening e¥istin L?.‘:,}r:nment that city s::d 2::3 ssaces Preserving th,
to maintain this character and the city’s while offeringan rices and [ ote )

1 i

ivel

» IF you have goals you would like to suggest, 7557 ==
write them down on the blank cards
provided and pin them on the board.

Open Space
e




Recreation & Parks Master Plan
Findings & Activities

45 min




Recreation and Parks Master Plan Activities o=

1. Facilities/ Amenities Spending Priorities

2. Program/ Operations Spending
Priorities

3. Willingness to Pay

4. Preliminary Goal Development



Findings from AC Meeting #1

Findings from Facilities Priorities Exercise

Indoor poal

Dog-friendly gathering areas
Outdoorpool

Community gardens

Indoor gymnasium

Multi-generational center

Senior center

Paved multi-purpose trails
Transportationto parks (public transit /service stops)
Natural areas / nature parks

Unpaved walking and hiking trails
Off-leash dog parks

Neighborhood parks (1-4 acres)
Mini-parks (less than 1acre)
Outdoorfutsal / mini-soccer courts
Community parks (10acres or above)
Basehall /softhallfields

Outdoorfitness

Park shelters / picnic pavilions

Civic gathering place encouraging diverse people and conversations
Indoor fitness center

Rectangular multi-purpose sports fields (soccer, foothall)
Outdoorcourts (baskethall, volleyball)
Outdoorracquetcourts (pickleball, tennis)
Sand volleyball

Skate park

Splashpad / spray ground
Fishing pier /docks
Outdooramphitheater

Outdoorpicnic areas

Restrooms atparks

LEGEND
30th Percentile (High Priority)
S51st-83th Percentile(Medium Priority)
Below S0th Percentile (Low Priority)




Findings from AC Meeting #1

Key Themes

» Strong demand for aquatic facilities.

» High priority for dog-friendly park amenities.

* Interest in indoor community and recreation spaces.

» Strong support for trails and improved access to parks.

» Demand for nature-based and community-focused spaces.
» Moderate interest in smaller

* Targeted interest in

» Opportunities for supporting and



Findings from AC Meeting #1

Findings from Programs Priorities Exercise

30th Percentile (High Priority)
515t-83th Percentile(Medium Priority)
Below S0th Percentile (Low Priority)

LEGEND

Water Fitness

Adult Education, i.e., GED, degree, trade, etc.

Teen Programs

Programs for People with Disabilities

Programs with Children's/Senior Meals

Youth Fitness/W ellness

Adult/Youth Learnto Swim

Kayaking/Paddle Sports

STEAM Programming

Parent and Child Programs

DogSocialization

Temporary Art Exhibits

Moviesin Parks

Youth Education,i.e., computer, programming, etc.
Educational LectureSeries

After School Programs

Senior Classes, i.e., computer, social interests, etc.
Adaptive Recreation Programs

Community Special Events, i.e., concerts, green markets, etc.
Galas/Formal Events

Adult Fitness/Wellness

Youth Athletic Leagues

Athletic Special Events, i.e.,5K runs, marathons, etc.
Adult Performing Arts/Dance

Language Classes

Video Gaming/Virtual Gaming

Preschool Programs

Camps,i.e.,summer, school break, etc.
Community Outings

Birding Programs

Adult Athletic Leagues

Youth Performing Arts/Dance

Youth Arts, i.e., painting, crafts, drawing classes
Digital Media/P hotography Programs

Cooking and Nutrition Classes




Findings from AC Meeting #1

Key Themes

» Strong demand for inclusive and accessible programming.

* Highinterest in aquatic fitness and recreation.

» Significant demand for education and skill-building programs.

» Strong priority for teen and youth development.

* Interest in family and intergenerational programming.

 Demand for health, fitness, and wellness opportunities.

o Support for community events and social activities.

 Moderate interest in arts and cultural programming.

* Lower priority for traditional athletic leagues and digital programs.



Findings from AC Meeting #1

Findings from Supportive Actions Exercise

Acquiringland for developing parks and recreation facilities

Enhancing, upgrading, and renovating existing parks and outdoor recreation...
Developing new indoor recreation centers
Developing new athletic fields and courts

Developing new greenways, trails, high-quality bicycle facilities, and shaded...
Developing new pool and aquatic facilities

Developing new parks and outdoor recreation facilities to meet resident needs and...
Providing additional parking in parks
Increasing river access

Enhancing, upgrading, and renovating existing indoor recreation centers to meet...
Other (any other action)

o

2 4 6 8 10 12

m\Very Supportive  mSomewhat mNotSure mNot
Supportive Supportive



Findings from AC Meeting #1

Key Themes

« Strong support for acquiring additional park land.

» Strong overall support for system-wide park improvements - improving
existing parks and outdoor facilities.

* High demand for trails, greenways, bicycle Facilities, and shaded sidewalks.
» Support for developing new parks and outdoor recreation facilities.

« General support for new indoor recreation centers.

* Interest in expanding athletic and aquatic facilities.

 Moderate support for increasing river access.

* Additional parking was supported but was a lower priority.




Findings from AC Meeting #1

Findings from Park System Use Exercise
Food & Everyday Social Life

Youth Development & Teen Use

Mental Health & Personal Reset

Work, Productivity & Learning

Creativity & Culture

Community & Civic Life

Home Extension / “Third Place”

Mobility & Daily Movement

Economic & Life Opportunity

Spiritual & Reflective Life

LEGEND Daily Life & Caregiving

30th Percentile (High Priority)
S51st-83th Percentile(Medium Priority)

Below S0th Percentile (Low Priority) Err a n d S & C 0 nve n |e n C e



Findings from AC Meeting #1

Key Themes

« Qverall, participants viewed parks as multifunctional community spaces.
» Strong demand for youth development and teen-focused spaces.

» High priority for food and everyday social activities.

» Significant interest in mental health and personal restoration.

« Support for creativity, culture, work, and learning.

* Interest in community participation and civic connection.

» Moderate demand for everyday movement and economic opportunities.
 Parks are viewed as an extension of home and daily life.

* Lower but meaningful interest in caregiving and reflective uses.

» Limited priority for combining parks with errands and services.



Findings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Facilities Priorities Exercise

30th Percentile (High Priority)
S51st-83th Percentile(Medium Priority)
Below S0th Percentile (Low Priority)

LEGEND

Paved multi - purpose trails

Dog friendly gathering areas

Natural areas/nature parks

Community Gardens

0ff -leash dog parks

Neighborhood Parks (One to four Acres)
Restrooms atparks

Community Parks (Tenacres orahbove)
Unpaved walking and hiking trails
Multi-generational center

Community Center (like YMCA) with pool
Indoor fitness center

Indoor pool

QOutdoorracquet courts (pickleball, tennis)
QOutdoorpool

Mini-parks (less than anacre)
Playgrounds /adventure/discovery playgrounds
Qutdoorfitness
Transportation to parks (i.e., Public Transit, Service Stops )
More public art

Baseball/softhall fields

Senior center

Rectangle multi-purpose sports fields (i.e., soccer, foothall)
Splash pad/spray ground

QutdoorPicnic Areas

Qutdoorcourts (basketball, volleyball)
Outdoorfutsal/mini soccer courts

Park shelters/picnic pavilions

Padel

Indoor Gymnasium

Sand volleyball

Protected bike paths to park

Golf Cartpath

Skate park

Fishing pier/ docks

Outdooramphitheater




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Key Themes

» Strong demand for trails, walking, and park connectivity.
* High priority for dog-friendly park amenities.
* Strong interest in nature-based recreation and environmental spaces.
* Need for accessible neighborhood and community parks.
» Demand for improved park comfort and supporting amenities.
* Interestin community gathering and recreation centers.
 Continued interestin active recreation opportunities.
Themes that

* Opportunities to expand diverse and specialized amenities. are consistent
with AC#1

Meeting




indings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Programs Priorities Exercise

30th Percentile (High Priority)
51st-83th Percentile(Medium Priority)
Below S0th Percentile [Low Priority)

Community Special Events, i.e., concerts, green markets gtc

Public Art

Adult Fitness/ Wellness

Dog Socialization

Movies in Parks

Kayaking/ PaddleSports

SeniorClasses, ie. computer, social interests, etc.
EducationalLecture Series

Cookingand Nutrition Classes

Programsfor People with Disabil ties

Language Classes

Adult/ Youth Learnto Swim

YouthAthletic Leagues

Athletic Special Events, i.e., 5K runs, marathons, etc.
STEAMProgramming

Teen Programs

Birding Programs

Adult Athletic Leagues

YouthFitness/ Wellness

YouthArts, i.e., painting, crafts, drawing classes
Adult Education, i.e., GED, degree,trade, etc.
Community Outings

History Civil War, Sherman and the Battleof Alanta + Cave
Water Fitness

Adult Performing Arts/Dance

After School Programs

Programs with Children’s/ Senior Meals
Galas/Formal Events

Adult Art Classes

Camps, ie., summer, school break, etc

Adaptive RecreationPrograms

Adult Art Specility Expansion

Fishing

YouthPerforming Arts/Bance

DigitalMedia/ Phot ography Programs
YouthEducation, i.e.,computer, programming, etc.
Video Gaming/ \irtualGaming

ParentandChild Programs

Skate Park/ Interactive Parts

Neednatatorium or swim in thenorth end
Improveand Expand Abernathy ArtCenter andadd Parking
PreschoolPrograms




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Key Themes

» Strong interestin community events and social gathering opportunities.
* High demand for arts, culture, and creative programming.

» Growing emphasis on health, wellness, and active lifestyles.

* Interestin outdoor recreation and nature-based activities.

* Need for inclusive and multi-generational programming.

» Support for educational and skill-building opportunities.

 Demand for youth and teen programming.

* Interest in unique and emerging recreation opportunities. Themes that
» Opportunities to enhance existing cultural facilities and programs. ar@ﬁﬂ"ﬁ?m
Meeting




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Supportive Actions Exercise

Developing new greenways trails, high quality bicycle facilities, and
shaded sidewalks that enhance connectivity

Acquiring land for developing parks and recreation facilities

Increasingriver access

Enhancing, upgrading, and renovating existing parks and outdoor
recreation facilities to meet resident needs and priorities

Providing additional parking inparks

Developing new parks and recreation facilities to meet resident needs
andpriorities

Developing new indoor recreation center

Developing new pool and aguatic facility

Developing new athletic fields and courts

Enhancing, upgrading, and renovating existing Indoor Recreation
Centers tomeet resident needs and priorities

Other (any otheraction)

m VVery Supportive m Somewhat NotSure m Not
Supportive Supportive



Findings from Public Meeting #1

Key Themes

 Overall community support for system improvements.

» Strongest support for expanding multi-modal connectivity and active
transportation networks.

« Support for expanding parkland and recreation opportunities.
* Interest in improving river access and outdoor recreation.

* Priority for upgrading existing parks and facilities.

 Need for additional park amenities and infrastructure.

. L Themes that
« Support for new recreation facilities. are consistent
: . . - - . . A with AC#1
» Continued investment in existing indoor recreation facilities. Meeting




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Park System Use Exercise

Food & Everyday Social Life
Work, Productivity & Learning
Home Extension / “Third Place”

Creativity & Culture

Youth Development & Teen Use
Errands & Convenience
Mobility & Daily Movement
Spiritual & Reflective Life
Community & Civic Life
Economic & Life Opportunity

LECEND Mental Health & Personal Reset

30th Percentile (High Priority)
515t-83th Percentile(Medium Priority)

Below S0th Percentile (Low Priority) Dall y I_| fe & Caln eg'Vln g



Findings from Public Meeting #1

Key Themes

» Strong emphasis on food, social gathering, and community connections
» High priority for flexible work, learning, and productivity spaces
» Demand for welcoming "third places™ beyond home and work
* [nterestin creative expression and youth-focused spaces
« Support for convenient, everyday services and mobility
» Recognition of parks as places for community building and reflection
* Interestin economic opportunity and personal well-being
Themes that

* Lower, but notable, interest in caregiving support and personal reset are consistent

with AC#1
Meeting




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Capital Funding Priorities Exercise

$6.84 $4.93 $0.48 m Development of New Walking and Biking Facilities (paved and/or unpaved
. paths)

m Acquiring New Park Land

m Development of New Parks Facilities (e.g., athletic fields, playgrounds,
restrooms) in existing parks

m Improvements to Existing Parks and Recreation Facilities (e.g., repairs,
replacements, or renovations)

Development of New Indoor Recreation Centers

Improvements/Maintenance to Existing Walking and Biking Facilities (e.g.,
repairs, replacements, or renovations

m Improvements to Existing Indoor Recreation Centers (e.g., repairs,
replacements, or renovations)

m Other




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Key Themes

* Overall preference for new outdoor recreation investments

» Strong demand for new walking and biking facilities

« High priority for expanding the city’s trail and pathway network

» Support for acquiring additional park land

* Interest in developing new facilities within existing parks

» Continued need to improve existing parks and recreation facilities

* Moderate support for new indoor recreation centers

 Lower priority placed on maintenance of existing trails and indoor centers
» Additional interest in public art and dog-friendly amenities



Findings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Operations and Services Funding Priorities Exercise

m Additional Adult Recreation Programs and/or Classes (excluding
athletics)

m Increase Staff to Improve Maintenance of Parks and Facilities
(additional cleaning, mowing, tree trimming, etc.)

= Additional Senior Recreation Programs and/or Classes (excluding
athletics)

m Increasing Frequency of Programs/Classes and/or Extended Hours of
Programming

Additional Senior Athletic Programs/Leagues
Additional Youth Recreation Programs and/or Classes (excluding
athletics)

m Additional Adult Athletic Programs/Leagues

m Additional Youth Athletic Programs/Leagues

m Adaptive Recreation Programs




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Key Themes o

» Qverall preference for adult and senior programming combined with improved
park maintenance

» Strong demand for additional adult recreation programs and classes

« High priority for increasing park and facility maintenance staff

« Significant interest in expanded senior recreation programming

* Support for more frequent programs and extended operating hours

« Balanced interestin senior, youth, and adult athletic programs
 Moderate demand for additional youth recreation programs

» Lower priority placed on youth athletic and adaptive recreation programs



Findings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Willingness to Pay Additional Property Taxes Exercise

0
4% m Over $200 per year

8%
m $101-$200 per year
= 'm not willing to pay additional taxes

m $76-$100 per year

| would be willing to donate voluntarily like annual
pass, not taxes

$50-$75 per year




Findings from Public Meeting #1

Key Themes o

« OQverall, 79% of participants supported some form of tax increase or direct financial
contribution

» Clear community support for investing in higher-quality parks and recreation assets
» Strong willingness to financially support park and recreation improvements

« Nearly half of participants favored contributing more than $200 per year

« Support for substantial annual tax increases to improve local parks and facilities
 Moderate preference for contributions between $101 and $200 per year

« Some opposition to additional taxes

* Interest in voluntary contributions or annual-pass funding options

 Lower support for smaller annual contribution amounts



Findings from Public Meeting #1

Findings from Park Improvements Exercise

W

SANDY SPRINGS”

GEORGIA

City Green

O  Park Access Points
—— Streams and Rivers
Streets

—— Park Trails Ve M 8 < 2 i V20

e o 20Park Aerials
GRS vy <15/ Comments

Parcels

'MP Activity 7: Specific Park
jprovements

‘ections:

riew the aerial map of the

/'s park and use sticky notes to
ntify specific improvements desired
2ach location.

jgested improvements may include new
enities, trail connections, access points,
ety upgrades, seating, lighting,

rrancements.

dscaping, or other park er
i

o

PEREZ PLANNING + DESIGN, LLC




Findings from Public Meeting #1

-
Findings from Park Improvements Exercise -

Rank Major Theme Representative Issues

1 | Improve Access, Visibility & Connectivity Signage, awareness, trail connections, bike/pedestrian access

2 | Upgrade Facility Renewals & Maintenance Renovations, building upgrades, lighting, security, restrooms




Preliminary Goal Development Exercise =

-
 Break-Up into GF‘OUDS of 5 =
-
 Based on the Con \prehensive Plan Goals that
are:
-
L] - -
 Create 3to 5 Prelin \inary Recreation and
P a r k G 0 a I S . Neighhorhood Preservatio Open Space
. _ Celebrate the
Crniaraor sty by prosctmg a|  Compotitive Econom Sany Soringsty xponi e
. " ~ al
- . ct'laracter‘of existing neighborhoods. Continue to thr'l}le gco'nl:]f_'\lzag\"‘:t‘{“g :;Dr‘ll;es aa(;t;essmle—the city’s network (']';9
» Assign a scribe to report out what your Bt S, | e
to maintain this chargcter and the city’s| assetswhile offering ane cervicesand  Bssets, and te character and natypa)
stature as a community of excellence fo l attract new pusinesses. d ? ter connecting the city toits
living and working. wi amenities. river and streams,

goals are.




Next Steps




Next Steps

* Leadership Work Sessions
* July 21: Mayor & Council Work Session (6PM)
e July 22: Planning Commission Work Session (6PM)

« Community Engagement
» Conjoint and Recreation & Parks Survey — will be released to public this week
» Public Meeting #2: August 17 & 20, 2026
» Pop ups and engagement activities

» Sandy Springs Today + Draft Policies



Upcoming Advisory Committee Meetings

 Draft Policies
» Focused Topics

» Meeting #3 (Week of Sep 14) - Workshop .i .
[ 1] ‘

4

* Meeting #4 (Week of Dec 7)
* Refined Policies




THANK YOU!




The Next Ten

Introduction 6
Plan Background 8
How to Use this Document 10
The Next Ten Process 12
Relationship to Other Plans 18
o | Community Goals 20 |

| Sandy Springs Today 28 |
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e ; * Policies and Actions
Essnst‘;rgnc Outlook 56

e o ey * Key Actions: 10 for the Next Ten

;h'NtT‘““ & « Land Use and Community Character
« Transportation
T » Housing
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Image Credits 236  Green Space, Natural Systems & Sustainability
Appendices

A. Capital Improvements Element
Public Engagement Summary
Transportation Assessment
. Market Analysis
Consistency with the Water District Plans and
Qther Environmental Regulations

moo®

Small Area Plans
Roswell Road Small Area Plan
Perimeter Center Small Area Plan
MARTA Stations Small Area Plan
Powers Ferry Small Area Plan

INTRODUCTION 5
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Engagement To Date

- Leadership Meetings (May 18-20, 2026) . Pop Up Events (May - July 2026)
« Mayor and City Council Farmer’s Market
« Planning Commission * Juneteenth
« Board of Appeals  Sesame Street Live (June 20)
 Advisory Committee #1 « Stars & Stripes (July 4)

* Concert Series
« WC Watch Parties

* Public Workshop #1 « City Park Pop-Up (Overlook Park) - July 25
* Public Meeting #1 (June 23, 2026)

« Stakeholder Meetings (June-July 2026)
« City Departments

» Major Stakeholders such as Council of
Neighborhoods, Art Sandy Springs, Conservancy,
non-profits, developers, etc.



